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Research Trends in Ph.D. Dissertations for Saudis’ in a
A Quarter of a Century (1965 — 1990)

Waheed Alhindi and Ahmad Alsenany
Associate Professor and Assistant Professor,
Department of Public Administration, College of Administrative Sciences,
King Saud University, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

(Received 18/8/1413; Accepted for publication 1/1/1414 A H.)

Abstract. The purpose of this study is to identify research trends in Ph.D. dissertations for Saudis’ in a
quarter of a century (1965 - 1990) through a set of criteria which include: university of graduation, year of
graduation, substantive focus, instruments used, mode of analysis, number of pages, and type of degree.

All Ph.D. dissertations for Saudi’s available ar King Saud University Library were covered, The
number of Ph.D. dissertations included in the study is 72.

The findings of the study show that Ph.D. dissertation has strong as well as weak side. Several recom-
mendations were presented, universities and government agencies should advise their students 1o be care-
ful and creative in choosing dissertation topic; using empirical research “quantitative and qualitative™
using advanced statistics in analyzing the data, and conduct a workshop to make the Ph.D students aware
of statistical techniques as well as rescarch methods.



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



