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Abstract. This paper seeks to explicate three models of predicting the onset of war between nations. The
first, Richardsn’s Arms Race Model, studies correlates of military expenditure between two competing
nations, over a certain time-span, The second, Edward Azar's Communication Model, studies events and
exchanges. The third, Bruce Bueno de Mesquita, Expected Uility Model, studies the rationality of the war
initiation decision. The second part of the paper applies the three models to the onset of the Iraq-Iran war
in September 1980. While Richardson’s model has been partialy successful in describing the structure of
inter-state relations (1948-1979), it only found an arms race from Iran towards Irag, and not conversely.
The narroawing of the gap between the two countries axpenditures (1975-1979) and the regional reallign-
ment in favor of Iraq, despite the latter’s inferiot power structure, may have brought about the decision
to go to war (de Mesquita’s model verified).

We have not found a descernable level of hostile interaction, ipso facto, responsible for the escalation
towards war. The three models, however, cannot predict inter alia, the onset of war, but can serve as warn-
ing signals of an impending deterioration in political relations.



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2.pdf
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


