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The Islamic Perspective of Motivation and Its Status among
the Contemporary Theories

Naim Nusair
Assistant Professor, Yarmouk University, Irbid, Jordan

Abstract. This study aims at explaining the Islamic perspective of motivation and compairing it with five
well known classical theories of motivation in the western behavioral literature: Maslow, Alderfer,
McGregor, Argyris, and Herzberg. The study reveals that the western models of motivation have failed
to give a comprehensive definition of human nature becanse of their dependence on assumptions that
related to one dimension of the human nature. On the other hand, the Islamic definition of human nature
is comprehensive and better represents the human nature because it comes from a divinely source. In
Islam, man is seen as theomorphic being composed of two dimensions on a continuum with two ends: spirit
of God and Clay. He is alse endowed with a free will, capable of fashioning his own destiny. His choice is
affected by his intellectual abilities and knowledge that endows him with superiority over other creatures.

The story of Adam’s creation in the Holy Qur’an explains that man is a compound of clay, divine
spirit, and knowledge. Therefore, human needs are: Physiological, Spiritual and InteHectual. In Islam,
the human needs do not conform to a hierarchy but rather a situational nature of satisfaction. The needs
that the human being must satisfy is dependent on his free will and his level of psyche. The evil-prone
psyche {Ammara) is oriented toward the satisfaction of physiclogical needs. The self-reproaching Psyche
(Lawama} represents a field of conflict between spirit and physiological necds. The righteous Psyche
(Mutamaina) is the highest Psyche of all in the hierarchy and the spiritual side is dominant.

Istam calls for a moderated and balanced satisfaction of human needs. The fulfilment of any single
need should not violate the satisfaction of other needs. All contemporary western models of motivation
have neglected the spiritual needs. In order to achieve a high leve] of productivity and job satisfaction, the
motivation plan should satisfy the three needs together.



