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Internationalization of Business Curricula and

the Views of Executives in Saudi Arabia

Abdulrahman Yousif Al-Aali and Ahmed Abdul Rahman Ahmed
Associate Professor, Department of Business Administration,
College of Administrative Sciences, King Saud University, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstract. There are three objectives for the internationalization of business curricula: to increase awareness
of differences in doing business across cultures, understand its reasons and rationales, and gain skills in
dealing with these differences. Each objective has a matching curriculum orientation. Internationalization of
business curricula gained momentum in the mid-1970s and has since spread wide and deep in Europe, North
America, and Latin America, especially in Europe .In Saudi Arabia, universities lagged behind world colleges
of business except for two of them, King Saud University and King Fahad University for Petroleum and
Minerals, but King Saud University has achieved the most internationalization.

This study examined the process of intemnationalization at universities around the world and in Saudi
Arabia It surveyed 280 executives in Saudi Arabia to assess their views of the process locally . The study
found that executives in Saudi Arabia prefer a more specialized business graduate over a generalist and prefer
international business taught as a major rather than the mere infusion of the intemational dimension in reguiar
courses . The executives ranked marketing as the most important major followed by finance, operations
management, human resources management, and management  information systems . Intemational business
ranked sixth among 10 possible business majors . Within international business, executives placed
international marketing as the most important course followed by export management, international finange,
and international economics among 11 possible major courses.



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

