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Perceptions of Executives in Saudi Arabia
Concerning the Impact of Saudi Membership in
the World Trade Organization

Abstract. Saudi Arabia requested accession to the World Trade
Organization. This brought the following question: what are the
views of Saudi businessmen toward the Saudi accession?

The analysis performed on the randomly selected sample firms
found that businessmen, regardless of their demographics, believe
that Saudi accession to the WTO is part of a global trend and that
accession should be now rather than later. They also believe that the
benefits of membership outweigh the costs and that domestic
competition will increase. In addition, they see increased imports in
the agriculture and manufacturing sectors, especially in the near-
term. However, they do not believe that petrochemical imports will
increase.

The executives in the sample are optimistic of increased Saudi
exports, especially petrochemicals. On the other hand, agricultural
exports are not seen to increase in the short- or medium-term.
Overall, medium-term outlook is more optimistic than short-term.
In addition, executive opinions about a specific variable are highly
correlated and significant between the short-term and the medium-
term. Only nationality among the demographic variables has an
impact on the responses provided by the executives in the sample.

The study suggests several actions Saudi Arabia can take to enhance

benefits from joining this global club. The study concluds with
possible future research topics that are related to the current study,
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John  Croome. Reshaping the World Trading System: A
History of the Uruguay Round, 1995, WTO, Geneva.

Aristotelous, Kyriacos, The Effects of the Uruguay Agreement
on the Merchandise Exports of Greece. Journal of Business
and Society, Vol. 8, No. 2, 1995, pp. 124-133.

WTO: The Results of the Uruguay Roung of Multilateral
Negotiations: The Legal Texts. WTO, Geneva, 1995, p. 7.
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