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Attitudes of the municipal council staff at Al-Balqaa governorate in
Jordan toward elections and appointment in the municipal councils:
an investigational analytical study

Mahmoud Odeh Abu Fares
University of Jordan
Omar Mohammed Al-kharabsheh
Al-Balga,a Applied University
( Received 4\11\1430H; accepted for publication 30\7\1431H )

Abstract. The primary objective of this study were 1) To identify views and attitudes of the municipal council staff in Jordan
toward election and appointment in the municipal councils, in terms of appointing the governor and half of the municipal council
members. 2) To investigate the best way in recruiting the governor and the municipal council members. 3) To explore views
and attitudes of the municipal council staff toward how the recent municipal council law helps in supporting and establishing
democracy and political diversity in the country. 4) To identify views and attitudes of the municipal council staff toward the one
vote law, as well as how efficient this law is in contributing justice and equality among the Jordanian society, thus, to establish
results and recommendation that can contribute in enhancing the local administration authority in Jordan.

The study population included the employees of the higher and middle administration sector in the municipal council
at Al-Balgaa governorate in Jordan. The study population included 702 male and female employees, 176 sign verbal consent
to participate in this study.

The authors used standard deviations, ANOVA test, T-test and F-value, chi square, degree of freedom, and level of
significance in analyzing the data. A significant level of difference at (a< 0.05) is evident in the attitudes and values of the
municipal council stuffs. This difference suggested that female employees supported the current municipal council law
of appointment, whereas, the male employees supported the election law. A significant level of difference at (o< 0.05) is
evident in the attitudes and values of the municipal council stuffs related to the age variable, no significant differences
related the educational background of the employee.

There were also significant differences in the attitudes and values of the staff attitudes and values toward the municipal
council law in election that related to years of experience. However, no significant difference for the same variable toward
the appointment acts in the municipal council law.The research ended with a number of recommendations, mostly related
to the needs of adjusting the municipal council law toward more democracy and political diversity. Then, the conditional
acceptance of not less that a bachelor degree for the governor and diploma for the council members, and finally, direct and
free election to the governor and the council members from the society by revoking the one vote iaw.



